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AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



would be the rule and not the exception to settle interna- 
tional differences in this way. Multitudes of people in 
all civilized countries will join the Baron in this opinion. 
In fact, the day of mutual international destructiveness 
is rapidly closing, and that of reciprocal constructiveness 
and conservation has already dawned. This Behring Sea 
arbitration not only will give this new principle a great 
impulse forward, but is itself the most conspicuous re- 
cent example of the power which it has already acquired in 
the thought, feeling and practice of modern civilization. A 
few more such triumphs will dismount all the big guns 
and leave the most costly warships to rot in their docks. 



DECISION OF THE BEHRING SEA TRIBUNAL. 

After a preamble stating the case submitted for decision, 
the full text of the award runs as follows : 

We decide and determine as to the five points mentioned 
in Article 6, as to which our award is to embrace a 
distinct decision upon each of them. 

As to the first of said five points, we, Baron de Courcel, 
John M. Harlan, Lord Hannen, Sir John S. D. Thompson, 
Marquis Emilio Visconti-Venosta and Gregero W. W. 
Gram, being a majority of said arbitrators, do decide as 
follows : 

By the ukase of 1821 Russia claimed jurisdiction in the 
sea known as Behring sea to the extent of 100 Italian 
miles from the coasts and islands belonging to her, but in 
the course of the negotiations which led to the conclusion 
of the treaty of 1824 with the United States and the treaty 
of 1825 with Great Britain Russia admitted that her juris- 
diction in said sea should be restricted so as to reach a 
cannon shot from shore. 

It appears that, from that time up to the time of the 
cession of Alaska to the United States, Russia never 
asserted in fact or exercised any exclusive jurisdiction in 
Behring sea or any exclusive rights to the seal fisheries 
therein beyond the ordinary limit of territorial waters. 

As to the second of the five points, we decide and 
determine that Great Britain did not recognize or concede 
any claim upon the part of Russia to exclusive jurisdiction 
as to the seal fisheries in Behring sea outside the ordinary 
territorial waters. 

As to the third point, as to so much thereof as requires 
us to decide whether the body of water now known as 
Behring sea was included in the phrase " Pacific ocean" 
as used in the treaty of 1825 between Great Britain and 
Russia, we unanimously decide and determine that the 
body of water now known as Behring sea was included in 
the phrase " Pacific ocean," as used in said treaty. 

On the fourth point we decide and determine that all 
the rights of Russia to jurisdiction and to the seal fisheries 
passed to the United States limited by the cession. 

On the fifth point, we, Baron de Courcel, Lord Hannen, 
Sir John S. D. Thompson, Marquis Emilio Visconti- 
Venosta and Gregero W. W. Gram, being the majority 
of said arbitrators, decide that the United States has no 
right to the protection of or property in the seals frequent- 
ing the islands of the United Sates in Behring sea when 
the same are found outside the ordinary three-mile limit. 
And, whereas, the aforesaid determination of the forego- 



ing questions as to the exclusive jurisdiction leaves the 
subject in such a position that the concurrence of Great 
Britain is necessary to the establishment of regulations 
for the proper protection and preservation of fur seals 
habitually resorting to Behring sea, we, Baron de Courcel, 
Lord Hannen, Marquis Emilio Visconti-Venosta and 
Gregero W. W. Gram, being a majority of the arbitra- 
tors, assent to the following regulations as necessary 
outside of the jurisdiction limits of the respective govern- 
ments, and that they should extend over the waters 
hereinafter mentioned. 

Article 1. The United States and Great Britain 
shall forbid their citizens and subjects, respectively, to 
kill, capture or pursue at any time or in any manner 
whatever the animals called fur seals within a zone of 60 
miles around the Pribyloff islands, inclusive of the terri- 
torial waters, the miles being geographical miles, 60 to a 
degree of latitude. 

Art. 2. The two governments shall forbid their 
citizens or subjects to kill, capture or pursue in any 
manner whatever, during a season extending in each year 
from May 1 to July 31, inclusive, fur seals on the high 
sea in that part of the Pacific ocean inclusive of Behring 
sea, situated north of the 35th degree of north latitude or 
eastward of the 180th degree of longitude from Greenwich 
until it strikes the water boundary described in Art. 1 
of the treaty of 1867, between the United States and 
Russia, following that line up to Behring straits. 

Art. 3. During the period of time in the waters in 
which fur sealing is allowed only sailing vessels shall be 
permitted to carry on or take part in fur sealing operations. 
They will, however, be at liberty to avail themselves of 
the use of such canoes or undecked boats propelled by 
paddles, oars or sails, as are in common use as fishing 
boats. 

Art. 4. Each sailing vessel authorized to carry on 
fur sealing must be provided with a special license, issued 
for the purpose by its government. Each vessel so 
employed shall be required to carry a distinguishing flag 
prescribed by its government. 

Art. 5. The master of vessels engaged in fur sealing 
shall enter accurately in an official log book the date and 
place of each operation, the number and the sex of the 
seals captured daily. These entries shall be communi- 
cated by each of the two governments to each other at 
the end of each season. 

Art. 6. The use of nets, firearms or explosives is 
forbidden in fur sealing. This restriction shall not apply 
to shotguns when such are used in fishing outside of 
Behring sea during the season when such may lawfully 
be carried on. 

Art. 7. The two governments shall take measures to 
control the fitness of the men authorized to engage in 
sealing. These men shall have been proved fit to handle 
with sufficient skill the weapons by means of which seal 
fishing is carried on. 

Art. 8. The preceding regulations shall not apply to 
Indians dwelling on the coast of the territories of the 
United States or Great Britain carrying on fur sealing in 
canoes or undecked boats not transported by or used in 
connection with other vessels and propelled wholly by 
paddles, oars or sails, and manned by not more than five 
persons, in the way hitherto practised by the Indians, 
provided that such Indians are not employed by other 
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persons, and provided that when so hunting in canoes or 
undecked boats the Indians shall not hunt fur seals 
outside the territorial waters under contract to deliver 
skins to anybody. This exemption is not to be construed 
to affect the municipal law of either country, nor shall 
it extend to the waters of Behring sea or the waters 
around the Aleutian islands. Nothing herein contained 
is intended to interfere with the employment of Indians 
as hunters, or otherwise in connection with sealing vessels 
as heretofore. 

Art. 9. The concurrent regulations hereby deter- 
mined, with a view to the protection and preservation of 
the fur seals, shall remain in force until they have been 
wholly or in part abolished or modified by a common 
agreement between the United States and Great Britain. 
Said concurrent regulations shall be submitted every five 
years to a new examination in order to enable both 
governments to consider whether in the light of past 
experience there is occasion to make any modification 
thereof. 



RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE CHICAGO 
PEACE CONGRESS. 

1. The Congress has heard with sincere pleasure that a 
resolution has been introduced into the senate of the 
United States authorizing the President to send a com- 
mission to other nations to open negotiations with a view 
to establishing a Permanent International court of Arbitra- 
tion ; and profoundly convinced that such a tribunal will be 
an efficient means of averting war and promoting interna- 
tional friendliness, this Congress earnestly requests the 
Congress of the United States, by some such suitable res- 
olution, to empower the President to take steps toward 
securing the organization among as many nations as will 
concur of a Permanent International Court of Arbitration. 

2. This Congress expresses its sincere satisfaction that 
the United States Government has taken the lead in pro- 
moting the formation of permanent treaties of arbitration 
by inviting each country with which it had diplomatic re- 
lations to join in signing the form of treaty recommended 
by the International American Conference of Washington. 

It also expresses great gratification that the British 
House of Commons has, with unanimity, signified its will- 
ingness to co-operate with the United States and it 
earnestly hopes that the President and Government of 
the United States will speedily take advantage of this 
circumstance by initiating the necessary proceedings for 
concluding a permanent treaty of arbitration between 
that country and Great Britain. 

3. The Congress is of opinion that the treaty of 1817 
between the United States and Great Britain, practically 
prohibiting the keeping of armed vessels on the great 
lakes and thus dedicating them to permanent peace, 
should be faithfully maintained, and sincerely hopes that 
no infraction thereof may be attempted by either nation. 
It further appeals to the press of both countries to use its 
great influence in behalf of the maintenance of this im- 
portant treaty. 

4. Inasmuch as animosities often arise, and wars are 
thereby engendered, between people on account of differ- 
ences of nationality ; and inasmuch as nationality does 
not depend on locality or consist in language or race or 
tradition alone, and is by its very nature a ^principle 



which is not capable of precise determination; and, 
further, inasmuch as beneath all accidental and artificial 
differences men are united by a common humanity whose 
solidarity and brotherhood are undeniable facts ; 

This Congress is of opinion that no sentiment of 
nationality or patriotism should be allowed to contravene 
those sentiments and sympathies which lie deep in the 
natural constitution of the human race or to be cultivated 
at their expense ; 

And convinced that it is the violation of this principle 
which frequently renders war possible, it therefore urges 
upon the friends of peace the duty of opposing the culti- 
vation of all sentiments which divide men from each other 
by sectional and selfish considerations, and of seeking to 
establish the natural unity and brotherhood of men as 
the basis of society and the principle of international 
relations and intercourse ; and to this end that they 
should specially direct their attention to the elucidation of 
those subtle causes of hostility and war which lie in the 
temper and disposition of nations towards one another, 
and to those means by which the spirit of fraternity and 
charity may be promoted, not only between individuals, 
but also among nations, and between all sections of 
communities. 

5. The Congress desires to express great satisfaction at 
the growth and spread of peace sentiments in many 
countries, as evidenced by the rapid increase in the num- 
ber of peace societies, by the success already attained, 
especially in Denmark, Switzerland and England, in the 
way of a universal peace petition recommended at the 
Berne congress in 1892, and by the nearly victorious vote 
cast, in the late German elections, against the further 
increase of armaments, with their attendant disastrous 
burdens on the people. 

The Congress at Chicago extends its sincerest sym- 
pathy to the friends of peace on the other side of the 
Atlantic, who in their respective countries, are laborino- 
so earnestly and selfsacrificingly to remedy the present 
deplorable state of armed distrust and to deliver them- 
selves from the devouring scourge of militarism. 

6. In the opinion of this Congress it is the duty of the 
Peace Bureau and the Peace Societies, whenever complica- 
tions arise between nations which might eventually lead 
to war, to investigate the circumstances without delay, 
and to use every legitimate influence to bring about a 
better understanding between the governments involved 
with a view to a peaceable and equitable adjustment of the 
difficulty. 

7. The Congress welcomes the formation of an Interna- 
tional Universities Committee, recently organized at 
Paris, as an important step toward enlisting the co-op- 
eration of educational institutions and forces in the work 
of peace. It is of opinion that it is most desirable that 
there should be such a revision of manuals of instruction 
as will eliminate false and misleading representations of 
the nature of war, and inculcate the true principles lyinc 
at the basis of social order, and which should govern the 
nations in their relations one to another ; and it further 
expresses the wish that there should be established in the 
universities departments for instruction in the principles 
of international unity and concord. 

8. The Congress, heartily approving the work of the 
Ecclesiastical Peace Conference, represented by Dr. W. 
A. Campbell and^his associates, in endeavoring to secure 
memorials from all Christian organizations to the govern- 



